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INTRODUCTION

Tim Hewson
CEO & Co-Founder 
LegalWills

Canada’s #1 Online 
Will Writing Platform



Provide tools for people to create
their own legal Will, Power of
Attorney, and Living Will

Nearly one million estate planning
documents created

ABOUT
LEGALWILLS

Offered in the U.S., Canada, the UK,
and South Africa

Establish in 2001

Visit Our 
Website!
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Harnessing online
capabilities

Our Services

Last Will & Testament
Create a perfect, lawyer-approved legal Will from the
comfort of your own home. 

Living Will
Specify your health care wishes in case you are ever
unable to communicate. 

Power of Attorney
Name someone to handle your finances should you
ever become incapacitated. 

Pet Trusts
We will develop trusts for your furry friend based on the
age and forecasted wellness needs. You can name a
caregiver and ensure your pet is cared for if you are
unable to.

Users can document their assets and important information in a secure
place, which can be printed and stored with the Will or managed entirely

online. 

Users can upload important files such as photos, documents, instructions on
where to find the Will, etc… 

The user can then set up Keyholders™ to access these files once he or she
has passed.

MyLifeLocker Executor Tool

MyVault Storage System
Funeral Services
Document your funeral wishes and organ donation
preferences 

MyExpatWill

MyMessages
Users can write and upload final messages to be delivered after

they pass away.

The services included in MyExpatWill™ can be used to seamlessly craft a fully

customizable Expatriate Last Will and Testament for Canada, Québec, the

United States, or the United Kingdom. 

Electronic signing and storage



MOST ADULTS
DON’T HAVE AN
UP-TO-DATE
WILL
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12%62% 25%

Don’t Have a Will Have an Outdated Will Have a Current Will



BUT WHY?
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Too 
Expensive

Too 
Time consuming

Uncomfortable
To Talk
About



WHAT’S THE LARGEST REASON
WHY PEOPLE SAY THEY DONT
HAVE A WILL?

Too expensive
Too time consuming

I’m going to be dead, so I don’t care
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Don’t like to consider death
Too many difficult decisions

I have nothing to leave
It’s obvious what going to happen to my stuff
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REASONS FOR NOT PREPARING A WILL

LEGALWILLS IS:

Affordable

Convenient

Private

Approachable



Creating a Will is crucial for ensuring your wishes are honored after your passing. 

By having a Will, you avoid the following:

Dying without a Will
means assets are

distributed based on
government rules.

Having no say over
who inherits your

estate or any
charitable giving.

Missed opportunity to
create a meaningful
legacy that reflects

your values.
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DYING WITHOUT A WILL



When individuals pass away without a
Will, countless opportunities for
meaningful charitable contributions
are lost.

Each year, millions of potential
charitable gifts are lost due to
lack of wills.

Charitable bequests can be
powerful tools for change, both
personally and socially.

MISSED
OPPORTUNITIES

www.legalwills.ca



Aretha Franklin died without a
meaningful Last Will and Testament
and missed an opportunity.

THE POWER OF
A WILL

www.legalwills.ca

No charitable donations

No memorabilia

No scholarships

No trusts

Millions in dollar fees



A REAL LIFE
SAMPLE WILL KIT
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Aretha Franklin’s actual
$80M Last Will and

Testament. 



One Direction’s Liam Payne also died
without a meaningful Last Will and
Testament and missed an opportunity.

THE UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCES

www.legalwills.ca

8 year old receiving $32M estate

Estranged partner managing the trust

Child receiving everything at 18

Current relationship ignored

Litigation
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WHERE’S THE FRICTION?
It needs to get to the top of the ”To Do” list

The tools and services need to be available to individuals when the urge strikes

The barriers are time more than cost

Even when prompted by financial advisors, it never gets done

The first week of January is the busiest week every year for the last 25 years at LegalWills.

There is a perception of “once in my lifetime” so I need to wait until…
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THE STEPS 



THE LEGALWILLS STORY

While only 5% of people have charitable estate plans, they make up 7-13%
of all charitable donations

In 2014, we added prompting for charitable donations through our
services and saw an immediate and dramatic impact.

Since 2015, we have seen an estimated $100M in planned giving per year
to charities secured through our LegalWills websites.

$100B in assets have been covered in Wills prepared by our services.
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With a straightforward process, you can
easily designate charities of your choice,
ensuring your values are reflected in
your legacy. 

The platform offers flexible options for
bequests, whether you prefer to donate
specific amounts, a percentage of your
estate, or even particular assets. 

CHARITABLE
BEQUESTS
Simple and Seamless
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TRENDS IN PLANNED GIVING





Education

Animals
Community

Healthcare
Religious

WHICH CHARITABLE SECTOR
RECEIVED THE LARGEST AMOUNT
OF PLANNED BEQUESTS
THROUGH LEGALWILLS? 
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1,958
featured Wills





IT DOESN’T HAVE
TO BE HUGE
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WHAT DOES CHARITABLE GIVING
LOOK LIKE AT LEGALWILLS?



THE RIGHT
BEQUEST TO THE
RIGHT CHARITY
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QUIET
PHILANTHROPY
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Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions you may have. 

@legalwills

support@legalwills.ca


